Expression of retrovirus-associated 8S RNA in mammalian cells.
A comparative study of the expression of retrovirus-associated 8S RNA was made in different mammalian cells. This RNA is found in cultured cells from all mammalian species analysed but its expression varies. An increase of 8S RNA is observed in sarcoma virus-transformed cells as compared to control uninfected cells or cells infected with leukaemia virus. No increased quantities of 8S RNA were detected in cells transformed by SV40 or by methylcholanthrene. These data show that the level of 8S RNA was augmented following transformation by sarcoma viruses.